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Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Our Aim: 

To support all children with special education needs and/or disabilities in a way that is tailored to meet their individual needs; by using a range of interventions/strategies, forms of support and adaptations to our provision, to enable children with SEND to learn and develop alongside their peers in a fully inclusive environment. All staff at Fowlmere Playgroup will ensure that individuals experience a range of different learning opportunities that will contribute positively to the progress and achievement they make in their agreed long or short term planned support.  We will ensure that we work in partnership with parents and other professionals to identify special educational needs as soon as possible to help families access the additional forms of support they need for their child not only whilst individual attends our setting but in preparation for transitions into other settings such as primary school. 
Children with Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities: 
As it states within the SEND code of practice 2015 “a child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.” We are aware that the need the child has may affect their ability to learn, socialise with others, concentrate and be in control of their own behaviour. Fowlmere playgroup understands that different forms of support will need to be used to meet the individual needs that the child has. Parents/carers will be informed of the method of supports we will use and given the opportunity to input their opinions and ideas on how best we can support their child when at the setting. Where possible Fowlmere Playgroup will use the same form of support that is given at home to replicate consistency in all areas of the child’s life. 
Children with a disability are deemed under the Equality Act 2010 to have “a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’. This definition is also extended to sensory impairments and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, and epilepsy. All staff at Fowlmere playgroup are aware that a high percentage of children with a disability may also have a special educational need and that in some cases they may also be a looked after child or a child in care. 
How we will support SEND children: 

If a child makes little progress with their learning and development we will work with parents to understand why there is this delay, what may be causing this happen and if there is an underlying special educational need or/and disability that parents/carers are unaware of/hasn’t been officially diagnosed. We may go onto seek specialist support and carry out our own research to understand and extend our personal knowledge on how we can help the child and their family. To ensure your child is getting the high level of care that they need; we will ensure that staff attend essential training and will liaise with parents and other professionals/services involved in the child’s care, to ensure a consistent approach is being used in all aspects of their life. For children with forms of disabilities we will make adjustments to our provision to ensure that it is truly accessible and may go onto purchase specialist equipment and resources to further support them. We may also work closely with the area Special educational need’s coordinator (SENCO) for south Cambridgeshire for advice by attending SEND surgery sessions, get support on accessing additional services and for information regarding different forms of funding that the individual may be eligible for and ways to use this to meet the individuals needs in a more beneficial way whilst attending Fowlmere Playgroup. 

We will refer to the SEND code of practice 2015 section 5 to ensure that our early year’s provision has all of the necessary requirements in place to improve outcomes for children with SEND and will review our practice to ensure that it is positively impacting upon children’s learning and development. We will work in partnership with parents to agree upon how a differentiated curriculum will be delivered and the strategies that we will put in place to help the child make progress. To ensure that the individual is making the desired progress we will go onto use a graduated approach to ensure interventions put in place are effective and beneficial for the individual. 
The graduated approach: 

By using this approach we are able to analyse the child’s needs and determine what strategies we plan to use and whether specialist help is required. Once deciding upon strategies staff members with the support of the settings Special educational needs coordinator will implement these into daily practice and agree upon a review date where the effectiveness of the strategy will be discussed. Once implemented staff will carry out a number of observations to record the progress that the child is making, these will then be used at the review meeting to decipher whether agreed strategies have been effective. At the review meeting parents and professionals will then work together with us to set targets for the child learning and plan in finer details on how these are planned to be achieved. The SENCO and the child’s key worker will work together to complete 2 cycles of targeted support to help individuals make progress through the EYFS. 

 If a child does not make satisfactory progress with the targeted support in place, we will then request for the local authority to complete an assessment upon the child’s needs (Early Help assessment) this will support the individual to access additional services/professional support and apply for additional funding (SENIF) if applicable, that can be used whilst at Fowlmere Playgroup. A copy of the 2 completed cycles of targeted support will be submitted with this assessment as evidence to help identify additional support from services/professionals that are needed for the child and their family. 

All Early Help assessments for children within early years are now uploaded onto Early Help Module for professionals in Cambridgeshire through the liquid logic server. This server enables us to act as the lead professional overseeing the support provided by the local authority for the individual and allows all other agencies/services involved to support the child by being able to access the child’s information (case pathway) in one place. 
 From making the assessment it will be decided whether a child needs to have an educational, health and care plan (EHCP). The EHCP will detail exactly what support will be received for the child and we will use this to improve upon the practice, provision and support we provide. The SENCO of the setting or the child’s key worker will ensure that they attend any vital assessment or review meetings so that we are also up to date with changes made to their EHCP and able to share our own opinion of how effective the support is for the child.  The EHM also allows the SENCO to ensure that all support planned for the child is being completed within the recommended time frames and makes sure that each professional understands the roles and responsibilities they have for the individual. 
Where possible the settings SENCO will be allocated as a child’s key worker if a known special educational need or disability is known when registering at the setting, due to the higher understanding/knowledge they have, that will be needed in order to complete relevant paperwork and the processes of support systems that may need to be used.  All forms of paperwork used are recommended by the local authority early years team. 
The role of the SENCO: 
The special educational needs coordinator of the setting will ensure that they support all staff to meet the needs of SEND children more effectively and will ensure that...
· Records are kept that detail the planning, provision and review feedback for children with Special educational needs and or/disabilities.

· Will support the child’s key worker on how they can plan and provided a differentiated curriculum on a daily basis. 
· Make sure that all staff are aware of the system we use for identifying SEND and will guide and advise staff on how to meet the individual’s needs.

· Work closely with parents and other professionals so that clear goals and outcomes can be agreed for the child, before deciding upon the actions and role we will take to help the individual achieve personal targets for their learning and development. 

· Attend necessary training to keep up to date with current practice and legislation before feeding this information back to staff or making changes to our provision. 

· Work with the child’s chosen school or next early year’s settings so that they professionals can become informed upon the child’s needs and the forms of support that will need to be put in place to make transitions smoother. 
· Ensure relevant paperwork and updates made to SENCO role in early year’s are accessed via the knowledge hub group and reviewed/updated in accordance
· Has completed mandatory training to understand, access and be confident in using the liquid logic server provided by the EHM for professionals in Cambridgeshire 
Our SENCO is Jasmine Redrup. 

Further Guidance: 
Special Educational Needs and disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years

 The Children and Families Act 2014, Part 3

The Equality Act 2010 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (April 2017) 

Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015
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